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A Derence of Masoxry, publith'd 4. D, 1730.
Occafion’d by a Pamphlet calld Mafinry Diffetted.

Cuar. L MONG the extracrdinary Difcoveries of the prefent Age, nothing

has been received with more Delight and Exultation, than a few
Sheets, written, it feeras, avithout Partiality, call'd Mafonry Diffeéted. The Grand
Secret, which has long withitood the Batteries of T'¢mptation, that neither Mo-
nzy, the Maiter Key of the Heart, nor good Liguor, that unlocks the very Soul,
nor Hunger, that breaks through Stone-Walls, nor Thirft, a fore Evil to a #Working
Mafon, could bring to Light ; has at laft been difgorged zpsn Oarh, to the great
Eafement of a tender Stomach, the eternal Scandal of the Fraternity, and the Good
of the Publick never 1o be forgotten! The Defign was no lefs then to difburther a
loaded Confeience, to acquaint the World, That never did fo ridiculous an Impofition
appear among Mankind ; and to prevent fo many innocent Perfons being drawwn into fo
pernicious a Society!

What could induce the Djjeéfor to take that Oath, or the Magifirate to admit it,
fhal] not at this Time be decided.

However, I muft give the World Joy of fo notable a Difcovery, fo honourable,

fo circumftantiated! a mighty Expectation was raifed, and, without Doubt, is won-
derfully gratified by this Courfe of Anatomy. It muft be this, it can be nothing elfe
{t is as ave alwways fuppofed, a whimfical Cheat fupported by great Names to feduce
Fools, ahe, once gnll'd out of their Money, keep the Fraud fecret to draw in
otlers.
I confefs, I cannot come into this Method of Arguing; nor is it , in my Opi-
nion, a fair Way of treating a Socsety, to run implicitly with the Cry, without
examining whether thefe Reproaches are founded upon any Thing in the Myfery
(as now reprefented) either avicked or ridiculous. For that ftupid Imputation of
drawing in Fools for the Sake of their Money, can have no Weight in the prefem
Cafe; fince the Frasernity, as it now flands, confifts principally of Members of
great Horour and Diftinétion, much fuperior to Views fo {ordid and ungenerous.

For once then, let this Difeiion contain al/ the Secrets of FREE Masonky ;
admit that every Word of it is genuine and literally frue, and that the whole Scheme
confifts of no more nor no lefs: Yet under all thefe Conceflions, under all the Dif-
advantages and Prejudices whatever, I cannot but il believe, there bave been Iim-
pofitions upon Mankind more ridiculous, and that wnany bave been drawn into a Society

wiare pernicious.

I would
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I would not be thought agitated upon this Occafion, s if I were any Way ¢on-
cern'd whether this Di/e&ion be true or falfe ? or whether the Credit of Free Mas
fenry be affeCted by it or not? Thefe Confiderations can give me no Trouble. My
Defign is to_addrefs to the fenfible and ferious Part of Mankind, by making a few
impartial Remarks upon this Dife&ion, without contending for the Reputation of
Mafonry on the one Hand, or refletting upon the Difzétor on the other.

Cuar. IL HE formidable Obje@ion which has given Offence to the

better Part of Men, is the Copy of the Oath as it lies in the
Diffection. It has been a Matter of Admiration, that fo many Perfons of greak
Picty, ftriét Confcience and unfpotted Charadter, fhould lay themfelves under fo
folemn an Obligaticn, under Penalties {o terrible and aftonifhing, upon a Subjeét fo
trifling and infignificant.

To obviate this Objection, I obferve; that the End, the Moral and Purport .of
Masonry, as defcribed in the Diffeiion, is o fubdue our Paffions, not to do our ovim
Will; to make a daily Progrefs in a laundable Art; to promote Morality, Cbaritj,
good Fellswybip, good Naturc and Humanity. This appears to be the Swbflance, let
the Form or Vehicle be ever {o unaccountable.

As for the Terms relating to drchitetture, Geometry and Mathematicks, that are
difperfed throughout the Dj/fection, it would be ftrange if a Society of fuch a De-
nomination, could fubfift wholly without them ; tho' they feem (to me at leaft) ta
be rather Technical and Formal (yet deliver’d perhaps by long Tradition than efe
{entially attached to the Grand DEsicn.

Now where is the Impicty, where the Immorality, or Folly, for a Number of
Men to form themfelves into a Society, whofe mamn End is to improve in com-
mendable Skill and Knowledge, and to promote univerfal Beneficence and the
focial Virtucs of human Life, under the folemn Obligation of an Oath? And
This, in what Form, under what fecret Reftri¢ticns, and with what innocent Ce-
remonies They think proper ?

This Liberty all Incorporate Societies enjoy without Impeachment or Refleftion
An Appreatice is beund to keep the Secrets of his Mafler, a Freeman is obliged to
confult the Intereft of his Company, and not to proftitute in common the Mjfe-
ries of his Trade : Secret Committees and Privy Councils are folemnly enjoin°d not to
publifh abroad their Debates and Refolutions. There appears to be fomething like
Mafonry (as the Diffector defcribes it) in all regular Societics of whatever Denomi-
pation: They are 4/ held together by a Sort of Cement, by Bonds and Laws that
are peculiar to each of them, from the Higheft to the little Clubs and Nightly
Meetings of a private Neighbourhood. There are Oaths adminifter’d, and fome-
times folemn Obligations to Secrecy: There are a M as e, two Hlarvens,
and a Number of Jffffants, to make what the Diffector may call (if he pleafes)
a Perfel Lodge in the City-Companies. There is the Degree of Enter'd FPrentices,
Matter of his Trade, or fellow Craft, and Maiter, or the Mafer of the Company
There are Confiitutions and Orders, and a {ucceflive, a gradual Enjoyment of
Offices, according to the feveral Rules znd Limitations of Admifien,

Ff But
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But it is reply"d, that the general Defign of Mafmg may be commendable, or ae
leaft innocent, and yet be carried on to the fame A vantage without the Solemnity
of an Oath, efpecially prefled under fuch dreadful Penalties.

In anfwer, fobferve, t at the Quefiion is not whether the Purpofe of Mafimry
may as well be ferved without an Qaib? But avhetber an Qath, in the prefemt Caf,
be lacwsful, and may be taken with a good Conftience? And to folve this Difficulty I
- fhall introduce the Opinion of Biffgp SANDERsON, the moft

De Obligatione Ju-| judicious Cafuift that ever treated upon the Subject of Oaths;
ramenti Prale®t. 3.| who fays, When a Thing is not by any Precept or Interdic?,
Se&. 15. Diwine or Human, (,!b determin'd ; but every Man, pro hic &

nunc, may at his Ghoice do or not do, as b%e: expedient ; Let
bim do what be will, ke /inrze/b not, 1 Cor. vii. 36. A if Caius foould favear to fell
bis Land to Titius, or to lend bim an bundred Crowns: The Anfwer is brief, an Oath
in this Cafe is both lawful and binding.

Now I would know what Precept, Divine or Human, has any way determin™d
upon the Contents of the Diffeion? And whether the general Defign of Mafnry,
as there laid down, is not at ieaft of equal Bencfit and Importance to the Publick,
with the lending of an hundred Crowns to a private Man ? The Anfwers to thefe

eftions are obvious, and the Confequence is equally plain, that az Oath upon
the Subject of Mafonry is at leaft juflifiable and lawful.

As for the Terror of the Penalty, the World, upon that Occafion, is commonly
miftaken ; for the Sokemnity of the Oath does not in the leaft add to the Obliga-
tion ; or, in other Wards, the Oath is equally binding without any Penalty at all.
‘The fame Cafuift has this Expreflion : 4 Solemn Oath of" itfelf, and in its own Na-
Praledt. 5. Sect. 12| ture, is wot more obligatory than a Simple One ; becaufe the Ob-
ligation of an Oath' arifeth prm'{eb Sfrom This, that God is invoked, as a Witnefs
and Revenger, no kfi in a Simple Oath than in the folemn and corporal; for the Ine
vocation is made precifely by the Pronunciation of the Words (which is the fame both
in the fimple and folemn) and not by any corporal Mation or concomitant Sign, in
ahich the Solemnity of the Oath confifis.

1 \zrite to intemgent Readers, and therefore this Citation wants not to be ex-
plain’d.

But further, if the Oarb in the Diffeiion be taken by all Mafins upon their Ade
smiflion, no Member of the Fraternity, upon any Pretence whatfoever, dares vio-
late the Obligation of it, without incurring the Guilt of Perjury 5 even fuppofing
that Mafonry were mare trifling and indifferent, than in the Difeition it may ape
pear to be. And therefore if the Condu® of the DiffecZor has ftagger'd the Con-
{cience of any one of the Brotherhood, concerning the Obfervation of zbat QOath 3
and has induced him to trifle and play with the Farce of it, I hope he will deift
betimes, left he becomes a&tually forfworn.

Prele®. 4. Se@. 11] This Cafe is thus determin’d by the fame Cafuift, .4 V-

buntary Qath' is the more binding for being Voluntary ; becaufe there is no firaiter Qb
bigation than that wbich ave take avillingly upon ourfelves, And in another Place
Prelect. 3. Sedt. 15.)the Cafuilt is more particular, Where a Matter is fo triviay
thar
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that it is not avorth the Deliberation of o awife Man, wor matters a Stravw avhether 3t Be
done or mit deue; as toreach vp a Chip o #0 rub one’s Beard ; or for the Slightnefs
of the Matter is not much to be :/?em’d 5 as to give a Boy an Apple, or #0lend a Pin ;
an Oath is binding in a Matter of the leafi Moment : Becaufe weighty and trivial
Things bave a like Refpel? unto Trath and Falthood; 4ud farther, becaufe every
Party frwearing is bound to perform all be promifed as far as be is able, and as far as
it is lawful: But to give an Apple to a Boy is both poffible and lawful 3 be is bound
therefore to perfeorm it, be wight to fulfil bis Qath,

Crar. IIL AVING taken off the Weight of the great Objetion, the

Defign of this Chapter is to remove an Imputation, which has

been often urged with great Confidence, wiz. The Principles and the avhole Frame

% Free Mafonry is fo wery aweak and ridiculous, that it reflefts. upon Men of the leafl

Inderflanding to be concerm'd in it! And now, fay the merry Gentlemen, it appears

evidently to be fo by the Diffection, which difcovers nothing but an unintelligible
Heap of Stuff and Jargon, without common Senfe or Connetion.

I confefs I am of another Opinion ; the’ the Scheme of Mafonry, as reveal’'d by
the Diffetfor, {eems liable to Exceptions: Nor is it fo clear to me as to be fully
underitood at firt View, by attending only to the Jiteral Conftruftion of the
Words: And for.aught I know, the Syffem, as taught in the regular Lodges, may
have fome Redundancies or Defeéts, occafion'd by the Ignorance or Indolence of
the old Members. And indeed, confidering through what Obfcurity and Dark-
nefs the Myflery has been deliver’d down ; the many Centuries it has furvived ;
the many Countries and Languages, and Sefs and Parties it has run through ;
we are rather to wonder it ever arriv’d to the prefent Age, without more % -
perfection. In fhort, I amaptto think that Masonry (as it is now explain'd)
has in fome Circumftances declined from its original Purity! It haz run long
in muddy Streams, and as it were, under Ground: But notwithftanding the great
Ruft it may have contrafted, and the forbiddini Light it is placed in by the
Diffector, there is (if I judge right) much of the o/d Fabrick fill remaining 3
the effential Pillars of the Building may be difcover'd through the Rubbii,
the’ the Superftruéture be over-run with Mofs and Ivy, and the Stones, by
Length of Time, be disjointed. And therefore, as the #ufto of an ol Hero
is of great Value among the Curious, tho’ it has loft an Eye, the Nofe, or the
Right Hand; fo Masonry with all its Blemifhes and Misfortunes, inftead of
appearing ridiculous, ought (in my humble Opinion) to be receiv’d with fome
Candour and Eftcem, from a Veneration to its 4ntiquity.

I was exceedingly pleas’d to find the Difeior lay the Original Scene of Ma-
Jfanry in the East, a Country always famous for Symbolical Learning fupported
by Secrecy; T could not avoid immediately thinking of the o/ Ecyprians, who
conceal’ci’ the chief Myfleries of their Religion under Signs and Symbols, call'd
Ricroglpphics : anc {o great was their Regagdf for Silence and Secrecy, that t}}:ﬁ

z
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Vil Tizgines Deorum,| had 2 Deity cal’d HarrocraTES, whom they refpected
a Vincentio Chariario. | with peculiar Honour and Veneration. A learned Author
Kas given us a Defcription: of this I/, thus; IHarrocraTes #the God of Silence
awss formed aith kis Right Hand placed mear the Heart, cover’d awith a Skin
before, full of Byes and Eaxs; to fignify by this, that mavy Things are to be feen
and heard, but little to be fpeker. Aud among the fame People, their great God-
defs X 15 (the jame as Minewrva, the Goddefs of Strergth and Wifdom, amomg
the Greeks) had clways the Image of a Sphinx placed in the Entrance of ker
Temples 5 becaufe their Secrets fhould be preferved under facred Coverings, that they
might be kept from the Knowledge of the Vulgar, as much as the Riddles of
Sphinx !

varuaaous, by travelling into Egypt, became inftruéted in the Myfleries of
that Nation ; and here ke laid the Foandation of all his Symbelical Learning. 'The

Vid. JamsLicaus. Vit. Pythagorz.| feveral Writers that have mention’d this P/-
LagrTivs, Vit. Pythagore. Iofipher, and given an Account of his Se/ and
Forvivyrivs. CLEm. ALex. Strom.| Inftitutions, %uve convinced me fully, that
b2eE Masonry, as pubhfb’d by the Difestor, is very nearly allied to the old
Pythago-ean Difcipline ; from whence, I am perfwaded, it may, in fome Circums
ftance;, very jultly claim its Defcent. To mention a few,

Upon the Admiffion of a Difciple, he was bound by a folermn Qath to conceal
the Myficries from the Vaulgar and Uninitiaied,

The principal and mzfl  effcacious of their Doftrines awere (fays JAmMBLICHUS)
ewer kepr Secret among theryjelves ; they avere continued unwritten, and preferved onky
5& Odﬂ;(mmy to their Succeffors, to whom they deliver’d them as Mylteries of the

Tb;y converfed awith one another by Signs, and had particular Words awbich they
veceived upon their Admiffion, and wwbich awere preferved with great Reverence, as the
Diftinftion of their Seft : For (it is the judicious Remark of Li ERTIUS) as Gene-
rals ufe Watch-Words to difiinguifb their own Soldiers from Others, fo it is proper to com=~
ruunicate to the itiated, peculiar Signs and Words, as difiinitive Marks of a
Society.

The PyTuaGoRrEANs profefled a great Regord for what the Djfeffor calls the
Sfour Principles of MasoNrY, wiz. A Point, a Line, a Superficies, and a Solid ;
and particularly held that 2 Squark was a very proper Emblem of the Diwine
Vid, Procvrus in Euclid)| Effence 5 the Gods, they fay, avho are the Authors of every
Lib. 11. Def. 2. & 34. | Tding eflablifped in Wifdom, Strength and Beauty, are
vot smproperly reprefented by the Figure of a Square.

Many more Inftances might be produced, would the Limits of my Defign admit ;
CLEm. ALz xanpk|I fhall only obferve,that there was a FalfeBrother,one Hirpar-
Stromr. . cuus, of this Se&, who, out of Spleen and Difappointment,
broke through the Bond of his Oath, and committed the Secrezs of the Society to
Writing, in Order to bring the Do@rine into Contempt : He was immediately ex-
pell'd the School, as a Perfon moft infamous and abandon’d, as one dead to all

Senfe
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Senfe of Virtue and Goodnefs ; and the Pythagoreans, according to their Cuftom,
made a Tomb for him, as if he had been atually Dead. The Shame and Difgrace,
that juftly attended this Ziolasion of his Oath, threw the poor Wretch into a FKit
of Madnefs and Defpair, fo that He cut bis Throat and perifh’d by his own Haads ;
and (which furprized me to find) his Memory was fo abhorred after Death, chat
his Body lay upon the Shore of the Ifland of Samos, and had no other Burial than in
the Sands of the Sea !

The Essenes among the Fews were a Sort of Pythagoreans, and correfponded,
in many Particulars, with the Pra&tice of the Fratermyy, as deliver’d in the Dif
Jeétion.  For Example.

When 2 Perfon defired to be admitted into their Society, he was to pafs through
Tavo Degrees of Probation, before he could be perfe& Mafter of their Myfferies.
When e was received into the Clafs of Nowices, he was prefented with a White
Garment ; and when he had been long enough to give fome competent Proofs of
his Secrecy and Pirtue, he was admitted to further Knowledge : But ftill he went
on with the Trial of his Integrity and good Manners, and then was fully taken
into the Society.

But before he was received as an eftablifh’d Member,
he was firft tobind himfelf by folemn Obligations and ;
Profeflions, To do Fuflice, to ¢Iz)z no Wiong, tog keep Fait f:tP lat]l.‘?'s J;SEPHUS
awith all Men, to embrace the Truth, to keep bis Hands i i ]
clear from Thef? and. fraudulent Dealing ; not to conceal from his Fellow Profeffors any of
the Myfteries, nor communicate any of them to the Profane, the it fbould be to Jave
bis Life ; to deliver nothing but awbhat.be received, and to endeavour to preferve the
Principle that ke profeffes. They eat and drink at the fame Common Table ; and
the Fraternity that come from amy other Place are fure tc be receivved there. They
meet together in an Aflembly, and the Ri%ht Hand s laid upon the Part betaween the
Chin ard the Breaft, awhile the Left Hand is let down ﬂrazrgbt by their Side.

The CaBaLisTs, another Se?, dealt in hidden and myfterious Ceremonies.

The Fews had a great Regard for this Science, and |Vid. Basnace’s Hitt. of the
thought they made uncommon Difcoveries by means| Fews, on Casavra.
ofit. They divided their Knowledge into Speculative ’iC o LLLE R’s Diionary on
and Operative. Davip and Soromon, they fay,! the Word Cabala.
were exquifitely fkill’d in it; and no body at firt prefumed to commut it to
Whriting : But (what feems moft to the prefent Purpofe) the Perfection of their
Skill confifted in what the Difefor calls Lettering of it, or by ordering the
Letters of 2 Word in a particular Manner.

The laft Inftance I fhall mention is That of thel

Vid. Puiro de Vita Con-

Drurps in our own Nation, who were the only Vid. C2 s o & 1 s Comment.

; : : : lib. 6
Priefis among the antient Britons. In their Solem- 5 L.
nities they were clothed in #ite ; and their Cere- SA’);'OMI(SIH’CI?W of Britain,
monies always ended with a good Feafl. PomPporius i S

Mera relates of ‘em, that their Science was only an Egort of iitemory; for tvey
awrote down mothing, and they mever faild to repeat manmy Verles, awbich they
received
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yeceived by Tradition. Caxsar obferves, that They had a Head or Cuirr, awko bad
Jfovereign Power : This Prefident exercifed a Sort of Excommunication, attended wwith
dréadful Penalties, upon fuch as either divulged or profaned their Myfieries.

Thus, with reafonable Allowance for Diftance of Time, Place, and other inter-
mediate Accidents, the preceding Collec?ions difcover fomething, at leaft, like Ma-
fomy, if the Diffection contains any fuch Thing.

Cuar. IV. Hatever Refle?ions may attend the few Remarks that follow

in this Chapter, arifing either from an Overflow of Wit, or
ill Nature, I fhall be unconcern'd, and leave them wholly to the Mercy of the
ferious Reader ; only defiring them to remember that no more ought in any Cafe
to be expeted, than what the Nature of it will reafonably admit. I own freely,
I reccived a great Pleafure in colleéting, and was frequently furpriz’d at the Difco-
veries that muft evidently occur to-an obferving Eye.

The Conformity between the Rites and Principles of Mafonry (if the Diffe/tion be
true) and the many Cuftoms and Ceremonies of the Antients, muft give Delight to 2
Perfon of any Tafte and Curiofity; to find any Remains of Antigue Ufage and
Learning preferved by a Society for many Ages, without Books or Writing, %; oral
Tradition only.

I. The Number THRrEE is frequently mention’d in the Difeion; and I find
that the Antients, both Greeks and Latins, profefled a great Veneration for that
~ | Number. THeocriTus thus introduces a Perfon who dealt in fecret
2771 s

¢ Toi dmoswirde xy Tpis 1dde woTvie Qurd !

Thrice, Thrice I pour, and thrice repeat my Charms!

Owid. Metam. 1ib. 7.l Verbaque Ter dixit: Thrice be repeats the Words,
';‘_—]"" Ne&e tribus Nodis ternos, Amarille, colores.
irg. Ecl. 8. Three Colours in Three Knots unite.

Whether this Fancy owes its Original to the Number TurEE, becaufe containing
a Beginning, Middle and End, it feems to fignify A/ Things in the World; or
whether to the Efteem the Pythagoreans and other Philofophers had for it, on Ac-
count of their Tr1ap or TrINITY; or laftly (to mention no more Opinions) to
its Aptnefs to fignify the Power of @/l the Gads, who were divided into Three Glajes,
Celefiial, Tervefirial and Infernal; 1 fhall leave to be determin’d by Others.

The Gods had a particular Efteem for this Number, as Pirgi/ aflerts.

Eclog. 8. Numero Deus impare gaudet. Unegaal Numbers pleafe the Gods.

We find THREE fatal Siffters, THREE Furies, TuREE Names and Appearances of

Diana. ‘Tria Virginis Ora Dianz, Three differemt Forms dues chafle Diana bear.

Virgil. Zneid. lib. 4. o
e




(223)

The Sons of Saturn, among whom the Empire of the World was divided, wera
‘Turee: And for the fame Reafon we read of JuriTeR's Fulmen Trifidem or Three
forked Thunderbolt 5 and of NepTUNE’s Trident, with feveral other Tokens of the
Veneration they bore to this particular Number. ’

IL. A particular Ceremony belonging to the Oats (as declared by the Difesor)
bears a near Relation to a Form of Swearing among the Antients mention'd by a
learned Author The Perfon awho took the Oath, awasto beupon | oo b Alexandee
his bare Knees avith a naked Sword pointed to his Throat, ?;ﬂ ‘;r ab Alexandro
invoking the Sun, Moon and Stars to be Witneffes to the eV &P 30
Truth of avhat be fawore.

III. A Part of the Masowns Catechifin has given Occafion to a great deal of idle
Mirth and Ridicule, as the moft trifling and defpicable Sort of Jargon that Men
of common Senfe ever fubmitted to. 'The Bowe Box and the Tow Line has given
wonderful Diverfion: I think there are fome Verfes in the laft Chapter of the
Book of Ecclefiaftes, which in fome Manner refemble this Form of Expreffion: I
thall tranfcribe them with the Opinion of the Learned upon them, without making
any particular Application, wiz.

Ir the Day awben the Keepers of the Houfe fhall tremble;|g. | i ve 6
and the Grinders ceafe, becaufe they are few s and thofe that wecl. xu. ver. 3, 4, 0.
look out at the Windows be darkned; and the Doors fball be fout in twe Streets;
awben the Sound of the Grinding s loavs and be fhall rife up at the Voice of the Bird;
and all the Daughters of Mufick fhall be brought low : Or ever the Silver Cord be
Isofed 5 or the Golden Bowl be broken; or the Pitcher be broken at the Fountatn ;
or the Wheel broken at the Ciflern!

The Expofitors upon thefe Verfes are almoft unanimous in their = T -
Opinion, that they ought to be thus explain’d, wiz. The feepers Bith. Patrick,
of the Houfe are the Shoulders, Arms and Hands of ar human Body ; 20&0" Smith,
the Ginders are the Teerh ; thole that look out at the Win- 2‘/"{’/’1:"”2’ )
Dotos are the two Eyes; the Doors are the Lips; the Streets| ™ *H 7on, 1n
are the Mouth; the Sound of the Grinding is the Moife of|_owm, &c.
the Poice; the @Wotce of the Wird is the Crowing of the Cock 5 the Daughrers
of SPufick are the tuwnw Ears ; the Dilper Eo20 is the String of the Tongue ;
the Golden Wowol is the Pia Mater; the rtcher at the SFountain is the
Heart, the Fountain of Life; the @Wiheel is the Great Artery; and the @istern
is the Left Ventricle of the Heart !

IV. There could not poflibly have been devifed a more fignificant Token of
Love, Friendthip, Integrity and Honefty, than the Foining of the Rreut Hanbps,
a Ceremony made ufe of by all civilized Nations, asa Token of a faithful and
true Heart. FipEs or Fidelity was a Deity among the Antients, of which a
learned Writer has given us this Defcription, wiz. The e 1
praper Refidence of Fgalith or Fidelity avas thought to be leartarm: L T
in the Right Hand, and therefore this Deity fometimes was reprefented by Two Right
Hands Joined together ; fometimes by two little Images fhaking each the Other’s
Right Hand; fo that the Right Hand was by the dAntients effecmed ac a Thing
Sacred. And agreeable to this are thofe Expreflions in Virgi/, Zneid. IV.

E:
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Zn Dewtra Fidefgue ! as if fhaking by the Right Hand was an infeparable Token
of an honeft Heart, And Zneid. I.

—————— cur Dextrz jungere Dextram
Non datur, & veras audire & reddere Voces ?

that is, #hy fbeuld we not join Right Hand #o Right Hand, and hear and fpeak -the
Truth.

| dn all Contrafts and Agreements (fays Archbifhop Porrer,
Vol. I pag. 2511 in his Antiquities of Greece) it awas ufual to take Each Other 5y
the Right Hand, That being the Manner of plighting Faith. And this was done
cither out of Refpect to the Number 7en, as fome fay, there being Ten Fingers on
the Two Hands : or becaufe fuch a Conjunétion was a Token of 4mity and Con-
cord ; whence at all friendly Meetings they join Hands, as a Sign of the Union of
their Souls.

It was one of the Cdutions 01" Py'rHaGorAs to his Difciples, Ta#ke beed to awhom
o oo |you offer your Right Hand! which is thus explain’d by Fambli-
In Vit Pythagr. y;;,u{ Take 70 One by the Right Hand b the 1,,5;304, that
is, in the Myfiical Form ; for the Vulgar and the Profane are altogether unworthy of
the Myftery!

V. The Diffector frequently taking Notice of the Number Sevex, I inflantly
Promorius in M;F' recurred to the old Egyptians, who held the Number Sewer to

sgpoztiil ‘1 be Sacred ; more efpecially they believ’d that whilft their Feaft
of Sewen Days lafted, the Crocodiles loft their inbred Cruelty : And Leo #fer, in
his Defcription of Africa, Lib. VIII. fays, that even in his Time, the Cufiom of
Feafling Seven Days and Nights, awas fiill ufed for the bappy Overflowing” of the
Nile. The Greeks and Latins profefled the fame Regard for that Number, which
might be proved by many Examples.

VI. The Accident, by which the Body of Mafler Hiram was found after his
Death, feems to allude, in fome Circumftances, to a beautiful Paflage in the 6th
Book of Virgils Aneids. Wnchifes had been dead for fome Time ; and EnEas
his Son profefled fo much Duty to his departed Father, that he confulted with the
Cumzan Sibyl, whether it were poflible for him to defcend into the Shades below,
in Order to fpeak with him. The Prophetefs encouraged him to go; but told
him he could not fucceed, unlefs he went into a certain Place and pluck’d a golden
Bough or Shrub, which he iuould carry in his Hand, and by that means obtain
Direftions where he fhould find his Father. The Words are well tranflated by

Oryden, viz.

~ In the neighbouring Grove

There flands a Tree; the Queen of Stygian Jove
Claims it her own : Thick Woods and glosmy Nighe
Conceal the happy Plant from mortal Sight !

One Bough it bears, but awondrous to behold,

The ductile Rind and Leaves of Radiant Gold ;

This
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This from the wulgar Branches muft be torn,
And to fair PROSERPINE the Prefent born,
Ere Leave be given to tempt the nether Skies
The fictt thus rent, a fecond will arife,

And the fame Metal the fame Room fupplies.
The willing Metal aill obey thy Hand,
Following awith Eafe.m—m e—

Axcuises, the great Preferver of the Trojaz Name, could not have been difco-
ver'd but by the Help of a Bosgh, which was pluck’d with great Eafe from the
Tree; nor, it feems, could Hiram, the Grazd fiaster of Masonry, have beva
found but by the Direction of a Shrub, which (fays the Difefor) came eafily up.
The principal Caufe of ZAwneas’s Defcent into the Shades, was to enquire of his
Father the Secrets of the Fates, which fhould fometime be fulfill’d among his Po-
fterity : The Occafion of the Brethrens fearching fo diligently for their Mafler
was, it feems, to receive from him the fecret Word of Mafonry, which fhould be
deliver’d down to their Fraternity in After-Ages. This remarkable Verfe follows,

Praxterea jacet exanimum tibi corpus amici,
Heu nefcis !

The Body of your Friend lies near you dead,
Alas, you know not bow ! This was

Misenvus, that was murder’d and buried Monte fub Aerio, under an bigh Hill;
as (fays the Diffector) Mafler Hiram was.

But there is another Story in Virgi/, that ftands in a nearer Relation to the Cafe
of Hiram, and the Accident by which he is faid to have been difcover'd ; which
is this : Pr1amus King of 7rgy, in the Beginning of the Trzjan War, committed
his Son 3olpdorus to the Care of Polymneflor King of Thrace, and fent with
him a great Sum of Money: But after 7rsy was taken, the Thracian, for the Sake
of the Money, kill'd the young Prince and privately buried him ; ZENEAs coming
into that Country, and accidentally plucking up a Shrub that was near him on
the Side of an H7'l, difcover'd the murderd Body of Pelpdotus, Aneid. IIL
By Dryden.

Not far, a rifing Hillock flood in View,

Sharp Myrtles on the Sides and Cornels greaw ;
There while I avent to crop the Sylvan Scenes,
And fhade our Altar «with the leafy Greens,

I puild a Plant: With Horror Irelate

A Prodigy fo firange and full of Fare!

Scarce dare I tell the Sequel! From the Wemb
Of awounded Earth, and Caverns of the Tomb,
A Groan, as of a troubled Ghott, renew’d
My Fright ; and then thefe dreadful Words enfucd s
Why doft thou thus my buried Body rend ?

O fpare the Corps of thy unbappy Friend !

The Agreement between thefe two Relations is fo exal, that there wants no fur-
ther Illuftration,

Gg VII We
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VII. Weare told that a Sprig of Ca/fia was placed by the Brethren atthe Head of
Hiram’s Grave ; which refers to an old Cuftom of thofe Eaftern Countries of
Embalming the Dead, in which Operation Cassia was always ufed, efpecially
in preparing the Head and drying up the Brain 3 as Herodotus more particularly
explains. The Sweet-Wood, Perfumes and Flowers, ufed about the Grawes of the
Dead, occur fo frequently in the old Paets, that it would he tedious to mention
ml them. Owid thus defcribes the Death of the P oe N1 X.
RN e

Upon a fhady Tree fhe. takes ber Reft,

And on the bigbqe;/) Bough her funeral Neff

Her Beak and 9alons fm’ld 5 then fireaws thereon
Balm, Cassia, Spikenard, Myrrh a»d Cinamon :
Laft on the fragrant Pile herfelf [be lays, '
And in confuming Odours ends her Days!
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Brother Evcr 1p’s Letter to the Author
Againft unjuft Cavils,

Rother AnpErsox, after Thanks for printing the clever DEFENCE, by the
Advice of cur Brethren, I fend you this Epiftle, to anfwer fome lying
Cavils. But firft we would acknowledge, that

Indeed, the Free Mafins are much obliged to the generous Intention of the un-
biafs’d Author of the above Defénce: Tho’ had he been a Free-Mafon, he had in
Time perceived many valuable Things fuitable to his extended Views of Antiquity,
which could not come to the Diffeétor’s Knowledge; for that They are not intrufted
with any Brothers till after dme Probation : And therefore fome think the ingenious
DereENpER has fpent too much fine Learning and Reafoning upon the foolifh
Diffeition, that is juftly defpifed by the Fraternity, as much as the other pretended
Difcoveries of their Secrets in publick Neavs-Papers and Pafguils, all of a Sort;
for all of ’em put together don’t difcover the profound and fublime Things of o/if
Mafonry 5 mor can any Man, not a Mafon, make ufe of thofe incoherent
Smatterings (interfpers’d with ignorant Nonfenfe and grofs Falfities) among bright
Brothers, for any Purpofe but to be laught at; our Communications being of a
quite different Sort. Next, it is well known,

That the Antiquity and Decorum of our Worfhipful Fraternity have been envied
by fome, who, very lately, have coalefced into Societies, in Imitation of the Free-
Mafors, and fome in Oppofition to them, tho’ in vain; as the Gozmagons,
who foon difappear’d, and Others are going. .

ut
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But tho' we envy not the Profperity of any Socieyy, nor meddle with their
Tranfa&tions and Charaéters, we have not met with fuch fair Treatment from
Others ; nay, evenThofe that never had an Opportunity of obtaining any certain
Knowledge of us, have run implicitly with the Cry, and without Fear or Wit,
have vented their Spleen in accufing and condemning us unheard, untry’d ; while
we, innocent and fecure within, laugh only at their grofs Ignorance and impo-
tent Malice.

. Have not People in former Ages, as well as now, alledged that the Free Mafons
in their Lodges raife the Iewil in a Circ/e, and when they have done with him,
that they lay him again with a Noi/z or a Hu/b as thef' pleafe ?

How Have fome diverted themfelves with the wild Story of an old Womtan be-
dween the Rounds of a Ladder ? Only they fhould allow the Free-Mafons to laugh
too in their Turn.

Others will fwear to the Cook’s »ed bot Iron or Salamandey, for making the In-
delible Gharaéier on the new made Mafon, in order to give him the Facully of Taci-
turrity ! Sure fuch Blades will beware of coming through the Fingers of the Free-
Mafons.

S{)me have bafely calumniated the Fraternity as the Enemics of the FaIr Sex,
in Terms not fit to be rehears’d, and unworthy of a Reply: But tho' in Ladge
Hours Mafons don’t allow of Womens Company (like many other Societies of
Men) yet they make as good Hufbands as any other Men, according to their
Jaudable Charges.

Others wonder at their admitting Men of all Profeffions, Religions and Denomina-
tions : But they don’t confider that May/ons are true f3oachidae, and require no other
Denominations, (all other Diftinétions being of Yefterday) if the new Brother is a
good Man and True : For Thofe of *em that don’t ftudy ArchitefFure, are often ca-
pable of encouraging the Craf?, and help to fupport the poor decay’d Brethren.

Have not fome rigid People been difpleas’d a¢ the Admiffion of fome worthlefi
Men 2 But if the Free-Mafons are fometimes deceiv’d about Mens Charatets, they
are not the only Perfons fo deceiv’d: Yet when a Brother is obnoxious to Cenfure,
if they don’t expel him, they endeavour to reform him. However, the Grand
Lodge has taken due Care of That.

thers complain that the Mafons continue too ling in the Lodge, [pending their Money

o the Hurt of their Families, and come bome too late, nay [ometimes intoxicated with
Ligquor ! But they have no Occafion to drink much in Lodgs Hears, which are not
long; and when the Lodge is clofed (always im good Time) any Brother may
go home when he pleafes  So that if any ftay longer and get intoxicated, it is at
their own Coft, not as Mafons, but as other imprudent Men may do ; for which the
Fraternity is not accountable: And the Expence of a Lodge is not fo great as That
of many a private Club.

Some obferving that Mafons are not more religions, nor more knowing, than other
Men, are afini’d at avhat they can be converfant about in Lodge Hours! But
tho* a Lodge is not a School of Divinity, the Brethren are taught the great Leffons
of their o/d Religion, Morality, Humanity and rrwndfbip, to abhor Perfecation,
and to be peaceable Subjefts under the Civil Government wherever they refide :
And as forother Knoavledge, they claim as large a Share of it, as other Men in

their Situation. Gg: Indeed
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Indeed, the awtient Lodges were fo many Schools or Arademies for teaching and
improving the Arts of Defigning, efpecially Architecture 5 and the prefent Lodges
are often employ’d that Way in Lodge-Hours, or elfe in other agreeable Converfa-
tion, tho' without Politicks or Party Caufes ; and none of them are ill employ’d,
have no Tranfa&tions unworthy of an honeft Man or a Gentleman, no perfonal
Piques, no Quarrels, no Curfing and Swearing, no cruel Mockings, no obfcene
Talk, nor ill Manners: For the mble and eminent Brethren are affable to the
Meanef' 5 and Thefe are duly refpectful to their Betters in Harmony and Proportion ;
and tho’ on the Lcwel, yet always within Compa/s; and according to the Sguare and
Plumb.

Nor can it be denied, that a Fraternity fo ftrongly cemented, is more eligible and
fafe than moft Others ; efpecially that there is no Fear of betraying Converfation :
and that fince Mafony has been {o much countenanced by Great Men, there have
been more fine Architets and more expert Fellow Crafts in Britain, than, perhaps,
in all Europe befides

This appears by the ftatcly and regular Buildings throughout thefe Jlands, from
the firlt Days of the Great Fuigo Jlones, the Englyh Parrapio; nor is
the fine Tafte abated in this prefent Reign of King GEORGE II. but is rather
improved ; witnefs the curious Houfe for the Bank of England, the South-Sea
Houfe, the Front of the Eaft-India Houfe, the Lord Talbor’s fine Houfe in
Lincoln'- bin-Ficlds, the many flately Fabricks in the Parithes of St. George Hanower
and S¢.Mary la Bonre, and many more in and about London and Weftminfler, and
other Towns and Cities, befides Country-Seats, raifed in the good o/d AucusTan
Btile; and fome alfo defign’d only, or begun, as the Lord Mayor of London’s
New Palace, the admirable New Bridge at Heflminfler crofs the Thames, &c. all
which difcover the Englip Masons Grand Defign of rivalling fair lraly in
ArchitcGure, even thofe eminent Revivers of the Aucurran &tile mentioned
Part I. Chap. VIL

Mzoy the Rovar ArT go on and profper, and fpread itfelf from Pok to Pol,
from Eaft to et I As it certainly now does in all polite Nations, in fpite of the
Agnorant and Malicious. Iam

From our o/d Lodge, the Horx, Your truc and faithful Brother
in New Palace-Yard, Weji-
wunfler, this 2d Thurfday, or
oth Nov. in the Fulgar
Year of Masonry §738. ®11[11U0
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